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	Synopsis of this presentation.

· Formative assessment is essential

· Formative assessment is more than educational feedback

· Formative assessment does not need to be back breaking


Web-links:

Thoughts on Assessment: http://www.mathbeacon.ca/downloads/
Thoughts on Retesting: http://www.mathbeacon.ca/downloads/
Try Sample chapters of Mathbeacon Guidebooks: http://www.mathbeacon.ca/free-sample/  

Please contact Jamie@mathbeacon.ca  to pilot chapters of Mathbeacon products.



	Summative Assessment:  

· Determines what students have learned.

· Formal assignments, tests and final exams.


	

	Formative Assessment: 

· Determines how the learning process is going for the student and the teacher.

· Used to determine what still needs to be learned.

· Used to modify lesson plans to support students.

· Feedback needs to be specific and individual
	


	Day 1

Who is in your room?

1. Determine academic history

2. A)Entrance test/

3. B)marks from last year/

4. C)self reported marks

5. Get parental email from student

Challenges and/or concerns:

1. Organizing marks from last year to give to current teachers.

2. It takes time to collect emails.


	


	The power of email

Create block email lists for your classes 

1. Let parents know what the homework assignments are each week
2. Educate parents as to what their role is in their children’s education
Challenges and/or concerns:

1. Initial time in setting it up.

2. Concern that I will get a landslide of emails. ( Has not happened.)


	


	Sign in for attendance:

1. Create a class roster

2. Students come to your desk at the start of class to check off their name.

3. This increases the chance of personal interaction between you and them.

4. You can get a sense of how kids are doing. 
Challenges and/or concerns:

1. Will students be honest with attendance? 


	


Homework Checks

	No more than 2 minutes

1. Check homework everyday.

2. No marks but use a date stamp on the student’s guidebook if they have not completed the assignment.

3. Non-completed work will be completed at lunch or after school

4. Use this to determine what you need to review in your lesson

5. Within a month, you will know who’s homework you need to look closely at and who you know has done it. 
Challenges and/or concerns:

1. Will students do homework if you don’t give them daily marks?

2. Does this take a lot of time?


	



 

Quizzes that encourage learning
	100% Quizzes

1. Students receive 100% or INC(which turns into their test % if it not corrected.

2. Students write the quiz on their own.

3. As soon as they are done, they come to you to have it marked. (right or wrong- no hints)

4. Once you have marked it, they can talk to anyone who is finished.

5. They bring it back showing the correction

6. Most students find someone that speaks their learning language to help them.

Challenges and/or concerns:

1. Won’t they just copy a friend’s paper during the quiz or during corrections?


	


	Seating plans to maximize learning 

Spread out your peer Tutors

1. Formal: Place your weakest students beside your best students.

2. Informal: Set up your room in groups of three and place your best students in the middle of each tri-ad.  Allow all other students to sit where they like.
Challenges and/or concerns:

1. Won’t this be harder to manage?


	





Tests that reward 
	Make students accountable for their test results.

1. If they are not satisfied, allow a retest.  A poor test result can be the best motivation if they can do something about it. In this way they decide when they have done enough, not the teacher.

Challenges and/or concerns:

1. Won’t this create more work for me?

2. Shouldn’t students be held to times and dates for tests.

3. Students will take advantage of retests.


	


 Communication that empowers 
	What your mouth(
Stop saying “easy”

· Bright students(What are students accomplishing if it is easy?

· Weak students( Feel stupid if they can’t do something that is easy.

Use the word challenge or problem to solve…

Encourage students to identify the types of errors that they have made:  Silly mistakes or “I don’t understand” mistakes.
	


